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ATTENDANCE LIST 
 

President              
Denis McAteer 
      
Vice Presidents   
Richard Lloyd Jones 
Ron Williams 
 
Welsh Council Executive Committee 
Chris Hodgson  (Chair) 
Gwyn Lewis (Vice Chair) 
George Allingham (Vice Chair) 
John Cook (Treasurer) 
Diane Davies (Secretary) 
Max Grant 
Stan Winstanley 
  
 
Ramblers Scotland  
Alison Mitchell, Scottish Convener 
 
Board of Trustees Representatives  
Kate Ashbrook  (GB Chair) 
Peter Carr (GB Trustee and Chair of Shropshire Area) 
 
Guest  
Des Garrahan 
 
Staff Ramblers GB 
Van Griffiths (Chief Executive) 
Rachael Bayley (Director of Development, GB) 
Leah Mynett (Programme Manager) 
 
Staff Ramblers Cymru 
Angela Charlton (Director, Ramblers Cymru) 
Kate Marshall (Ramblers Cymru) 
Rebecca Brough (Ramblers Cymru) 
Maria Hamlett (Ramblers Cymru) 
Amanda Hill (Ramblers Cymru) 
Catherine Morgan (Ramblers Cymru) 
Paula Renzel (Ramblers Cymru) 

 
 

Area/Group Representatives & Visitors  
Appendix A 
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1. WELCOME & TRIBUTES 

 
1.1  The Chair welcomed all and introduced Des Garrahan (former Chair of 

Ramblers GB) as a guest who would be assisting the Chair today with the 
motions. 

 
1.2 The Chair explained housekeeping arrangements and encouraged delegates 

to complete the nomination forms by the deadline of 10.45am. 
 

1.3 The Chair thanked Alan Austin, Powys Area Chair and local members for their 
help and support in volunteering to help with the arrangements and 
proceedings of Welsh Council. 

 
1.4 The Chair paid tribute to Mair Acock, David Bateman, Esther Bilbey and Bill 

Oliver. 
 
2. PRESENTATION BY CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF RAMBLERS GB 

 
2.1      The Chair introduced Van Griffiths, CEO of Ramblers GB. 
 

Van reported that she was delighted to attend her second Welsh Council.  Her 
presentation reflected on the Ramblers achievements of 2017 and the 
priorities for 2018.  She reported that in 2017 we were successful in our 
application to become a direct beneficiary of the People’s Postcode Lottery 
(PPL) which has resulted in significant new funds being made available to our 
charity in 2018. In 2017 we also settled our pension deficit in full.  

 
Van highlighted the importance of working as one team, and valuing diversity. 
She outlined the Ramblers five business plan priorities for the coming year, 
which focus on developing and delivering high impact campaigns, improving 
the support we provide to our volunteers, investing in data & digital 
transformation, growing our membership (and associated income streams) 
and improving our internal infrastructure. 

 
She congratulated the staff and volunteers across Wales for their excellent 
work and particularly noted the strong and constructive dialogue with the 
Welsh Government and key partners. She acknowledged the good work 
which is taking place to develop dedicated Welsh campaigns, which are of 
direct relevance to the Welsh nation and to Welsh communities.  She spoke 
about the need for us to continue to embrace internal and external change in 
order for us to ensure that we evolve and remain relevant to future 
generations.  She encouraged those present to sign up to the Big Welsh Walk 
(BWW). 

 
3 INTRODUCTORY BUSINESS 

 
3.1 APOLOGIES 
 Apologies were noted.  
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3.2 APPOINTMENT of TELLERS & SCRUTINEERS 
 Tellers and scrutineers were appointed.  
 
3.3 MINUTES of WELSH COUNCIL 2017 
 The minutes of Welsh Council 2017 were proposed, seconded and passed. 

 
3.4 Matters arising 
 
3.5 Under the new GDPR regulations due to come into force on 25th May, 

members were asked if they were content with their names being recorded in 
the minutes. No objections were received.   

 
3.6 Update of motion from Welsh Council 2015: Ensuring that plans 

submitted with planning applications will show rights of way. 
Due to successful lobbying by staff and volunteers, the wording has been 
tightened up.  All applicants will now be obliged to show on plans how Rights 
of Way will be affected.  This is a big victory for Ramblers Cymru which was 
started by Powys.   

  
 
4. REPORTS FROM ALLIED BODIES 
 Reports were noted. 

 
 
5.       TREASURER’S REPORT AND OTHER FINANCIAL BUSINESS 
 
5.1     The Honorary Treasurer John Cook presented the published accounts which 

had been circulated and highlighted the following: 
  
5.2     Total expenditure for the Cardiff Office for year 2016/17 was £745k compared 

to the previous year’s £813k.  Central office support of £261K was £78K less 
than the previous year. 

 
5.3     The Report for the Welsh Council Executive and Welsh Areas showed Central 

Office support in the sum of £35,866, a slight reduction on the previous year 
sum of £36,596. Total expenditure in the sum of £38,949 was a reduction on 
the previous year sum of £40,010. Expenditure for organising the WC has 
now been transferred to the Cardiff Office.  WCEC Governance expenditure 
was £6K during 2015/16 and this year it was £11,400.  This was due to a late 
receipt of the bill for Welsh Council 2016 venue in Lampeter which was paid in 
the 2016/17 accounts. 

  
5.4     The budget for 2017/18 for WCEC and Areas is £24k compared to the 

previous year’s which was £36k. The significant reduction was due to WCEC 
and Areas taking action to reduce their reserves. Reserves should be no more 
than 100% of expenditure. 

  
5.5      This year, there are a number of new Area and Group treasurers, the   

Treasurer offered to help them with training or assistance, if required. 
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5.7      The accounts were formally accepted. 
 
6. REVIEW OF MOTIONS FROM WELSH COUNCIL 2017 
 
6.1  Business Cards 

There was some disappointment expressed regarding the response to bi-
lingual business cards being produced centrally and being directed to a 
generic template on Ramblers GB website.  There was no bilingual template 
on the website and therefore this created more work.  
The purpose of the business cards is to be handed out to new potential 
walkers and also left at venues.  It was felt that this should be a centralised 
resource as the membership forms can go out of date quickly. 
 
North Wales have produced their own bilingual template which can be shared.  
This will be sent to the Wales Office to be corporate branded and then the 
template can be shared with areas and groups. Money is available to groups 
and area budgets to produce their own cards that meet their needs rather than 
being generic.  
 
 

6.2 Kevin Slattery raised a question about cycling on public paths referring to the 
second part of the motion of Rights of Way. He asked if it was possible to 
engage with Cycling UK. 
 
Max Grant referred to a question raised at General Council and informed the 
meeting that a working group has been set up to work with volunteers in 
London to look at England and this subject was on the agenda at the last 
RoWAG meeting in Wales.  As this is a devolved matter, legal advice from 
England does not apply in Wales.  Ramblers Cymru have set up an initiative 
with BMC Wales, Outdoor Access Wales, British Horse Society, Open Spaces 
Society, disabled Ramblers and Cavers to join together as one voice when 
speaking to Welsh Government. 
 

6.3  Kate Ashbrook updated on Designated Landscape.  She confirmed that the 
Sandford principle will be retained which is a credit to Ramblers.   

 
 
7. DISCUSSION OF MOTIONS 2018 
 
 No constitutional motions were received. 
 

The Chair introduced Des Garrahan (former Chair of Ramblers GB) who 
explained the formal proceedings with regards to debating the motions. The 
Chair added that the motions would be re-ordered for the transaction of 
business. 
 

7.1  Motion 1: Members’ charges for Big Welsh Walks 
 Submitted by Ceredigion Area.  This Council considers that the charge 

required and donation requested from paid up Rambler members for their 
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participation in the Big Welsh Walk of 2017 was unreasonable and requests 
the organisers of future Big Welsh Walks to review the charge and donation 
expected of members with a view to their substantial reduction.  

 
 The motion was proposed, seconded and carried with 29 for 0 against and 8 

abstentions 
 
7.2 Motion 2: Request for the Financial Account of Big Welsh Walk 2017 

Submitted by Ceredigion Area:  This Council requests that WCEC obtain an 
account of income and expenditure associated with the Big Welsh Walk of 
2017 and to send it to the representatives of Areas and Groups attending this 
2018 Welsh Council. 
 
The Director reported that the Big Welsh Walk evaluation does address some 
of the issues raised.  A specific set of accounts for BWW has been requested 
as there was not a formal statement of accounts produced.  Members referred 
to a late banking of a cheque 6 months after the event but in general 
members thought the event was a success and that its value should be 
recognised. 

  
 The motion was proposed, seconded and carried with 33 for 0 against and 4 
abstentions 

 
7.3  Motion 6: Rewilding Policy Statement 

 Submitted by Welsh Council Executive Committee: This Welsh Council 
accepts the Policy Statement on Rewilding drafted by a Task and Finish 
Group, approved by The Rights of Way and Access Group, then approved by 
Welsh Executive Committee after minor amendments, as Ramblers Cymru 
Policy. 

 
 The motion was proposed, seconded and carried with 35 for 0 against and 2 

abstentions. 
 
7.4 Motion 5: Ensuring that public rights of way are properly signed where 

they leave a metalled road 
 Submitted by Powys Area:  This Welsh Council urges the Welsh Government 

to instruct all highway authorities to fulfil their legal requirement under Section 
27 of the Countryside Act 1968 to erect and maintain a signpost at every point 
where a public right of way leaves a metalled road. Authorities should also be 
reminded of their powers under the same section to show destinations and 
distances on signposts and to waymark public paths along their routes. 

 
A similar motion was proposed by Shropshire at General Council and Welsh 
Council is asking Ramblers Cymru to gather more information to put to Welsh 
Government in an assertive way. 

 
The motion was proposed, seconded and carried with 36 for 0 against and 1 
abstention. 

 
7.5  Motion 3: Welsh Language Policy.  
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 Submitted by Ceredigion Area:  This Council asks that WCEC ensure that the 
cost of implementing its Welsh Language policy is adequately provided for in 
the annual budget for Ramblers Cymru. 

 
Some disappointment was expressed that this motion has been put to Welsh 
Council as several years ago Denis McAteer and Sir Richard Lloyd Jones 
created a Welsh Language Policy but this does not appear to have been 
communicated. 
 
The Director reported that we work with the Welsh Language Commissioner 
and the devolution agreement has an allocation for bilingualism.  She agreed 
that not enough information has been disseminated but confirmed that there is 
a budget agreed by Ramblers GB to support this.   
 
It was proposed and seconded and unanimously agreed to withdraw the 
motion.  

 
7.6   Motion 4: Making Longer Term Staff Appointments 

Submitted by Ceredigion.  The Council requests the Ramblers’ board of 
trustees reappraise its policy on employment of staff with a view to ensuring a 
higher degree of permanence for staff, wherever practicable, that gives better 
stability to our organisation; that allows staff develop greater familiarity with 
policies, Areas , Groups and members; that makes it sensible for them to 
become involved in the longer term issues within Ramblers and which reflects 
well on the Ramblers as a considerate employer. 
 
 
The proposer accepted the minor amendment from WCEC to the motion to 
include the wording ‘wherever practicable’.  To be inserted in the first 
sentence after the word ‘staff’ and before the word ‘that’. The Welsh Council 
agreed the amendment.  

     
The motion was proposed, seconded and carried with 37 for 0 against and 0 
abstentions. 
 

 
8. ADDRESS BY KATE ASHBROOK, CHAIR OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
  
8.1  Kate Ashbrook, Chair of Ramblers GB thanked staff who organised and had 

to re-organise the Welsh Council due to the snow.  She thanked the 
volunteers and paid tribute to Dave Bateman. 

 
 Kate referred to the work on health and the possibility of bringing about a 

nationwide policy and how we should pilot projects in Wales. 
 
 She spoke about taking full advantage of our expertise and claiming credit for 

the work on the Cambrian Way and the Wales Coastal Path. She added that 
the WCEC need to talk to members and beyond, highlighting our 
achievements and our future plans.  
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9.  ELECTION OF WELSH COUNCIL PRESIDENT AND OFFICERS  
 
9.1 The Chair read out Will Renwick’s biography and introduced a short film on 

Will Renwick who is standing for election as President for Ramblers Cymru. 
Unfortunately, Will was unable to attend the meeting today due to the re-
scheduled date. 

 
9.2 The Chair asked Welsh Council to accept late nominations for Gwyn Lewis as 

Vice Chair and John Cook as Treasurer.  Welsh Council unanimously agreed. 
 
9.3 The following people were confirmed as officers for the coming year:- 
 
 President Will Renwick 
 
 Vice Presidents Denis McAteer 
  Jane Davidson 
  Ron Williams 
  Richard Lloyd Jones 
  Huw Irranca Davies  
   
  
 Chair Chris Hodgson 
  

Vice Chair George Allingham 
  Gwyn Lewis 
 
      Honorary Treasurer             John Cook 
 
  
 The Honorary Secretary role was not filled as staff will be taking on the role 

allowing the WCEC to concentrate on more strategic matters. 
 
10. ELECTION OF WCEC MEMBERS 
 
10.1 The following people were elected:- 
 
 Max Grant   
 Elwyn Williams 
 Anne Lucas 
 Stan Winstanley  
 Diane Davies 

 
10.2 Representation on other bodies:- 
 
 It was agreed that the following individuals would represent Ramblers: 

 

• National Access Forum:  Director, Ramblers Cymru  

• Mountain Training Board:  Director, Ramblers Cymru   

• BMC:  Stan Winstanley 
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11. ELECTION OF AUDITOR  
 
11.1 John Cook confirmed that the current Auditor, D Arwyn Howells, had agreed 

to continue.  Carried. 
 
  
12. ADDRESS OF CHAIR AND CLOSE OF WELSH COUNCIL  
 
12.1  The Chair thanked Des Garrahan for his support and Des addressed the 

meeting highlighting that certain motions raised today were operational 
matters and could have been discussed with Ramblers Cymru before raised 
as a motion. 

 
 
12.2 Chris Hodgson thanked everyone for attending and thanked all the staff for 

their hard work in re-arranging the AGM.  He spoke about inspiring work being 
done and about working together as one team for our charitable objectives.   

 
  
 
Signed …………………………………………………… (Chair) 
 
Dated   …………………………………………………... 
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APPENDIX A: 

Area & Group Representatives 

 

Name Representing 

Jeanette Allingham Pembrokeshire - AREA 

Alan Austin Powys- AREA 

Eva Cook Llanelli 

Tony Coombe Dinefwr 

Ruth Curle VoG 

Shirley Fermor Clwydian –  N Wales 

Margaret Fernley North Wales Area 

Neville Fernley North Wales - Area 

Graham Fitch Caernarfon & Dwyfor 

Patricia Fitch Ynys Mon 

Gwenda Fitzpatrick Glamorgan - Area 

Ian Fraser Glamorgan - Area 

Roy Haynes Aberystwyth 

Richard Holmes Visitor - Gloucester 

Chris Jones 4 Wells 

Maud  Jones Carmarthen & District 

Abi King Pembrokeshire Group 

Marika Kovacs Guest - Hereford 

Arthur Lee Guest - Hereford 

Nigel Lee Pembrokeshire 

Lady Helen Lloyd Jones Guest 

Anne Lucas Lampeter 

Gillian  Masters Cardiff 

Monica McAteer North Wales - Area 

John Morgan LAF 

Mavis Rear Rail Rambles 

Alan Rugman Powys - Area 

Adrian Sheehan Greater Gwent – Area 

Chris Simpson Ceredigion - Area 

Kevin Slattery Conwy Valley 

Joanna Slattery North Wales Area 

Graham Taylor Powys - Volunteer 

Richard Tyler Powys - Area 

Susan West Ceredigion 

Shirley Williams Powys - Volunteer 

Emlyn Williams Powys - Area 
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Geoff Williams Cambrian Way 

   
 
 


